Day of Prayer for the Peace of Jerusalem

Lesson for ages 7 – 11

Opening:

Teacher:
How many of you are a part of some kind of team? Like a soccer, track, gymnastics, baseball or basketball team. (Take responses)
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Why did you join your team? (Take responses)  Why is it good to do things with a team?  (You get more done; it’s fun to play/work with other; it makes the job easier to do when you work/play with others.)


I want to tell you about a team that we are joining with today.  We can call it the Watchmen on the Wall team.  We will be joining many people from many different countries to pray for the Peace of Jerusalem, Israel.  What do you think that a watchman does? (Take responses. He stands guard over a place or a city.)  We are going to learn how to stand guard and pray for peace in Jerusalem and all of Israel.  We are not actually going to stand on the walls of Jerusalem, but by praying for Jerusalem, it is like we are acting like watchmen guarding the city.  But we can “guard” Jerusalem here at church, and you will be able to guard the city from your own house.


We’re going to watch a short video of people from around the world that are standing as watchmen on the walls of Jerusalem by praying for the city of Jerusalem and it’s people. (Play the video from The Day of Prayer website. http://www.daytopray.com/Testimonies.aspx it’s located under the main menu under testimonies, or by clicking or pasting the link into your browser. You will see the access point titled 2008 DPPJ Nations Highlights Video in the upper middle part of the page.)

What nations did you see represented on the video? (Take responses.)  We really got to see what a worldwide team we are joining today.  


Just why are we joining this team?  Let’s look in our bibles at Psalm 122:6-8 (Use whatever version you normally do in your Sunday School.)



Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
      

“May they be secure who love you!
                                 7  Peace be within your walls
      
          and security within your towers!”

8For my brothers and companions’ sake
     
 I will say, “Peace be within you!” Psalm 122:6-8


We see the word peace in ________ (English, Spanish, French etc.) The word that was originally used in this verse is the Hebrew word Shalom.  Let’s say that word together. Shalom!


Now let’s look at another verse.  It’s in the Old Testament book of Isaiah.  Isaiah 62:6-7



6  On your walls, O Jerusalem,
    
        I have set watchmen;
      
        all the day and all the night
                      they shall never be silent.
                      You who put the Lord in remembrance,
                      take no rest,
7and give him no rest
                      until he establishes Jerusalem
                      and makes it a praise in the earth.

Let’s look closely at this scripture.  (Read the scripture again.)
How long should the watchmen pray?  (Day and night)


How many of you pray day and night all of the time? 


Remember we talked about what’s good about being on a team?  Well, while one team member is sleeping, another team member some place else in the world is awake and able to pray.  Being on this Watchman team helps us to work together to be sure that day and night someone somewhere in the world is praying for Jerusalem.


What attitude should we have about standing guard and praying for Jerusalem?


(Take responses.  We should be persistent.)  The scripture says take no rest.  That means, don’t stop.  Don’t give up.  Be persistent. (Discuss what that means.)

Now let’s look at the word peace in Psalm 122:6-7.  In the original language that the Bible was written in, Hebrew, the word peace is shalom.  Shalom means:


rest


peace


safety


happy


friendly


good health


prosperity (which means to have wealth and success)


Knowing the meaning of the Hebrew word shalom can help us know how to pray for Jerusalem.  


We are going to take each of these words that are contained in the word shalom and we will pray for these specific things in Jerusalem.


You will use the printed cards headed by the words rest, peace, safety, happy, friendly good health and prosperity.  


Split the group into 7 groups.  If you have a small class, assign one word to each person or couple of people.


Lead them in prayer asking God to show them how to pray. Pray that His creativity would be expressed through them as they learn how to pray for the Peace of Jerusalem.


Each group will brainstorm and list things to pray for the aspect of shalom that their group was assigned. (e.g. under the friendly heading, they could pray that Israel have lot of friends in all nations.  For safety, they could pray for people in the street of Jerusalem to be safe, etc.)  After they have finished their list, you could handle the actual prayer time in a couple of different ways. 

· Each group could form their own prayer circle, and pray within their group for their aspect of shalom for Jerusalem.

· All of the groups come back together and each group takes turns praying for their aspect of shalom for Jerusalem.  Rapid fire prayer would be well used here.  Each person from the group would pray a short 1 line of prayer according to their assigned word. This is helpful because it is a little less intimidating for those that are shy about praying in front of others.

Sing the song Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem. (The music for this song can be found at www.Daytopray.com. )
Craft

I have the craft for this lesson planned, but need to photograph it and write out the directions.



What





Why





How





This is a wall hanging that will be used as a tool to help the children pray daily for the peace of Jerusalem. It will be a wall background with 7 pockets, one for each day of the week. In each pocket will be a card with one of the aspects of shalom that they learned about in the lesson.





Sat





Fri





Thurs





Wed





Tues





Mon





Sun





Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!


May they be secure who love you!











